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| Maſon Lode, , Blackſiars m. Ari 30, 1193 
(2 N delegates from the ſocieties of the Friends of the 

5 People in Scotland, aſſembled here, this day, at noon, 

©. conformably to the minute of adjournment by laſt Con- 

vention; and, after ſome converſation, it was propoſed, , 
. and unanimouſly agreed, to invite Mr. Fortune, f * 
> - - Edinburgh, to the chair, till the ſeve:ab Tn ap „ 
pM hould be TIF | | | "7 


g 3 Mr. Fox run 5 in 1 the . 7 6 2 3 4 

-" The delegates were defired to produce their okay „„ 

., als, which being laid on the table, were read and R 
| tained. The roll of names having been made up, was then” ET. 
called over; and no objections being offered, the Con- LM 

: yention was declared to be Tegally a alſermbld, | and Mr. e 

5 fortune withdrew. © 2 

| In compliance with the nn of laſt General — | . 5 3 9 
Fo vention, to call one of their number to the chair each , . 
dne, Mr. Mitchell, of Eta was * to . „ 


. ˙ͤ!!́ U mm 8 * GO 
: 
* * 


Mr. W. MrrcatLt., in the chair. | 

After ſome converſation with regard to the admiſſion 

of viſitors, the rule of laſt Convention was recognized, 

&« That no ſtranger could be admitted till he had ſent in 
his name to the table, and had obtained leave.” 


| Upon a motion by I. Somerville Eſq. and Mr. Peat, a 


_ queſtion occurred, relative to the power of voting, which 


was determined by a reſolution, That every delegate 


ſhould have a vote, without regard to the number re- 
preſented by him; or to the greater number of delegates 

| which ſome ſocieties might have commiſſioned z but | 
that none ſhould have a vote except delegates. 


5 


The minutes of laſt Convention were called for, and | 


 read.---The Secretary then moved, That, agreeably 
* to their reſolution in laſt Convention, a committee of 
s conſtraint be appointed to inſpe& the accompts of 


the committee of finances, and to report before the 


40 breaking up of the aſſembly.“ This was done ac- 


cordingly and the members of it were choſen out of 


the delegates from all the principal places. 


After ſome eonverſation on the manner of conduQing ; 


the buſineſs which mi ight be before the Convention, it 


was agreed, That all motions ſhould be given in and 


Mr. Sinclair, from Glaſgow, then roſe and made the 


6 Whereas the friends of 1 have. received 


diſcuſſed, according to the reſolution of laſt meeting of 
Convention, upon the motions of LoxD' Dazs, with 
this amendment, that any member might make a mo- 
tion verbally, to be written by the Depute Secretary, 
and afterwards read by the Prefident, 


following motions, and was Tupporind, by ſeveral mem- | 
bers. 


| aue abuſe, and their 8 for 2 We and condti- | 


„ 4.3 - . 
tutional reform have been conſtrued as endeavouring ts * 
produce ſedition, riot, and rebellion, I think it a duty 
highly incumbent upon us, now aſſembled, to ſpeak 
_ openly, ſoberly, and boldly in defence of ourſelves, of 
our intentions, and of the principles we maintain; 
which I preſume might be done with effect in the fol- 
. manner : _ 
I. Make out a ſhort cine . ſtate of the 
preſent repreſentation of Scotland. 
II. Enumerate the various e of which we 
| complain. 5 | Ae Top 
III. Make out a declaration of rights which belong 
to us as men, and as Britons. 
IV. Draw up a bill for reform, ſtating the method. 
of electin g the repreſentatives over the whole kin lem; 1 
as alſo the duration of parliaments. | 


V. Frame a HEY Addreſs to the People. of Great 


Britain. 5 


| 
 Laftly, I move for a committee, to frame a general 
addreſs to the inhabitants of Britain reſpecting the pre- 

ſent war; together wich A Rum to the boy for 
| peace. TY 3 


Mr. Thomſon . the following addition to the 
laſt motion, namely, That as war is at all times Pro- 
ductive of ſuch ſhocking calamities as human nature can- 


not behold without the utmoſt horror ;---and as. the war 


in which this country is at preſent engaged, has, (ex- | 
cluſive of the uſual misfortunes attendant upon war,) in- 
_ volved this country in a train of ruinous conſequences, | 
by ſtopping our commerce and manufactures, and there- 
by occaſioning ſuch a number of bankruptcies, as * 
at preſent, to threaten the total ruin of our country, un- 
leſs a ſpeedy termination of hoſtilities takes place; and 
ay 1 d eſtenſible reaſon of the dns war is now accom | 


| 
J 


| 
| i 
13 * 


N 


bibel, b the expulſion of the French from Holland 
and the Netherlands, together with the declaration of 
that nation by their Convention, expreſſive of their de- 


termination, not to interfere in the internal concerns of 


other nations; and as we moſt ſincerely hope, that our 
court will never accede to any combination of foreign ty- 
rants for interfering in the internal government of France, 


much lefs will agree to a partition of that country 


amon g the leagued powers, (as has been done by the Em- 


preſs of Ruſſia and King of Pruſſia with unhappy Poland:) 


That, therefore, a petition to his Majeſty, expreſſive of 


the above ſentiments; be drawn up, and ſent to all the 
different parts of Scotland for ſignature, i in order, that, 


the powerful and energetic voice of truth may reach the 
roy ral ear, and incline him, to uſe his utmoſt endeavours. 


to reſtore the bleflings of e and ſave has country 8 


from impending ruin. 


Mr. Skirving ſaid, that though theſe: motions met . 
his ſentiments, upon the firſt view of them, they never- 
theltſs, in his opinion, were of ſo much importance in 
their nature and conſequences; that he would move a com- 


mittee for the purpoſe of preparing them for the public 
diſcuſfion of the Convention at their meeting to- mor- 


row. To this motion ſeveral delegates objected: They 
ſaid they had come up with the deſire of being fully in- 


ſtructed, and they could not agree to a propoſal which 
would cut off many from hearing whatever might be ad- 
vanced. But, Mr. Skirving having ſtated, That as an 


evening ſitting of the Convention, would be improper 
the firſt day, and as ſeveral other motions might be 
given in, which might need the cognizance of a com- 
mittee to prepare them for the conſideration of the ge- 
neral meeting, the committee which he had moved 
might be an open one, and occupy the place of an even- 


ing fizting, where all inclined mi ight attend and deliver 


1 


their ſentiments ; the motion was at length adopted, and 
the following delegates appointed to attend at eight' 
o'clock, in the Convention Room, vis. Meſſrs. Sinclair, 
Roſe, Somerville, Peat, * Gourlay, Wright, Dobſon, 
Clark, Newton, and Aitcheſon, together with the Pre- 
ſident and Secretary; and to take theſe, and whatever 
other motions might be given in to their meeting, under 
deliberate conſideration; and to report ew progrela. in 
the Convention of to-morrow. | 

After ſome free converſation, occaſioned by an obſer- 
vation which was made by Mr. Wright on many of the 
5 declarations relative to the revolution ſettlement of 1688, 
publiſhed by the counter aſſociations, the ee 
nen ai ten 0! 'clock to-morrow, 

5 7 | Edinburgh, May 1. 1793 
| The Convent on re-allembled conformably to adjourn. 
ment; Mr. M1TCHELL took the chair oy the meeting 
ſhould be full.---Read, and ſuſtained the cqmmiſſions of 
ſeveral delegates who had not got forward to the firſt 
meeting.---Read alſo the circular printed letter, which 
had been tranſmitted by the Sheffield ſociety, to the Se- 
cretary ; ; together with his anſwer in return to the lame, 5 
which was univerſally approved. „„ | 


The Rev. u. RoBeRTroN was then unanimou «ly called | 

to the chair. : | 
| And after reading the minutes, the utmoſt calmneſs ; 
and regularity of conduct, was, upon the motion of Mr. 
Simpſon, recommended from the chair to the * 5 
and to their conſtitvents at large. | 


A ſuggeſtion had been thrown ont the preceding: PA i 
derunt, That after the petitions for parliamentary 
reform, (which, it was ſaid, was underſtood to be the 
material buſineſs for which the Friends of the People - 
„ been e were all prejented to the Hake of . 


o 


# 4. : * q g * 2 . 4 | F 
* 6: x 2 ; 
— 


| Commons, they mould PPT ED. their” enenlings 3 as 0 0 


having done all that was incumbent upon them at the ; 
preſent time, A fimilar ſuggeſtion having been again 
thrawn out, and the propoſal reprobated hy many, Mr, 


Skirving demanded, That as this motion ſeemed now to 


have been preſſed generally upon the greater part of 
their ſocieties, from what motive he did not pretend to 
ſay, though he believed it had been moved in all ſincerity 
on the preſent occaſion, it ſhould now be fully diſcuſſed, 
previouſly to entering upon any other buſineſs ; becauſe 


the preſſing ſuch a meaſure had already greatly diſcou- 


raged the meetings; many not knowing how far it 


might be proper, or improper to attend them longer. 
This being agreed to, the motion to diſcontinue the 
: meetings received a very ample diſcuſſion ; and was 


found, and declared to be ſuſpicious, and infidious ; and 


| the Convention reſolved, That they will never diſſolve 


nor ceaſe to proſecute the reform ſought, until it ſhall 


be completely gained. That the General Convention of 
5 the Friends of the People ſhould continue to meet, and 
follow out the great object of their aſſociation, namely, 


general political tnowledge. It was even further reſolved, 


upon the motion of Meſſrs, Laing. and Sands, That it - 
de recommended to the ſeveral ſocieties, zo perſevere in 


the cauſe of parliamentary reform, until the June ſhall be 
Fully obtained. | 


After dent remarks, ccoiflinid by the above diſ 


_ cuſſion, were made, and after approving of the mode of 


conveying the remaining petitions to parliament, laid 
before them by the Secretary, the report from the com- 


_ mittee was called for; when Mr. Sinclair's motions, to- 
| gether with the amendments offered on them in the com- 


mittee, and other motions which had been given in, were 
laid upon the table: And the Convention proceeded ta 5 
take the whole into conſideration, - 


5 TELL 


hah to we firtt motion; (foe page 5 ) 408 a S 
 riſed the committee, to whom the buſineſs of it ould 
be committed, to correſpond with the ſocieties, in or- 
der to procure all neceſſary information on the fubje 
and to draw upon the committee of finance for n 
of their expences. But that, before publiſhing the 
ſtate of the repreſentation, they ſetd a copy of the draught 
of it to Glaſgow, Perth, and any other numerous aſſo- 
Clations.--- The 2d and 5th motions were ron "_ 
thrown into one. | We 

The Reverend Preſident, having occalion to | retire, 
Mr. Roſe was called to the chair. 


Motion 3d was then read, and, upon ſtating the mil. 
conſtructions which might be put on it, Mr. Sinclair 
agreed to withdraw it. But it was propoſed in place of 
it, That a committee be appointed to draw up a ſhort re- 

_ preſentation in ſupport of the petitions, to be tranſmit- 

ted along with them to London. 'The Convention how- 
ever agreed that the ſupport of their petitions be left to 
the integrity, and known abilities of Cuax Es Gaer Eſq. 
Col.. M*LxoD, and the other friends of reform in Par- 
liament ; and that Mr. Skirying draw up a ſcrol of a 
letter to Cot. M*Leod againſt the evening fitting,” for 
the approbation of the Convention, to be tranſmitted _ 


with the petitions eee morning, inſtead of any 
repreſentation. 


Motion 4th, after ſome debate, Was alfo, aan, 
upon Mr. Skirving promiſing to lay before the Conven- 
tion ſome propoſitions which would anſwer the defign 
of this motion better in the preſent circumſtances; and 
ne moved, that a ſmall committee might he appotited 
to prepare the fame, after he ſhould have drawn up 4 
ſerol of them, Meſſrs. Clark, Wright, Aitcheſon, 

Mitchel, and Roſe, were accordingly named. 
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The Convention were interrupted 5 in the middle of this 


oaſt diſcuſſion by information from tlie perſon appointed 


to wait on the Edinburgh Petition, which was ſtill lying 


open for ſubſcriptions, That he was threatened, and 


conſtrained to, take down the placard lanthorn, and leave 
the houſe. . The Convention appointed two of the Dele. 
gates to enquare into this outrage, with inſtructions. 


The 5th motion of Mr. Sinclair, including the 2d, 
was unanimouſly agreed to; as being a meaſure like- 
wiſe which the Convention in December laſt had reſolv- 
ed, but which no committee had been appointed to put 


in execution. The draught of this addreſs, as that of 
the repreſentation, to be ſubmitted before ;PaRLientipn 


to ſome of the more numerous ſocieties, 


The laſt motion, together with an addition to it 
which was offered by Mr. Thomſon, were, after ſome 
debate, withdrawn. But it was underſtood that the 
ſubject of. it W * brought under their conſideration 
again. „ | 


Agreed to have an evening fitting at t fix o'clock ; and 


then aqzourned. * 


At fix 0 clock i in hy” evening, Mr. Roſe again ack 
the. chair, when ſome converſ ation on various matters 
took place; but it was ſoon terminated by a reſolution 


of the Convention, to avoid all deſultory converſation. . 


Mr. Skirving then read a fcrol;of his letter to Colo- 


nel M*Leod, intended to accompany the petitions, which 


were to be ſent off expreſs to- morrow, and the ſame was. 


50 highly approven; and ordered to be engroſſed: And, 


upon the motion of Mr. Aitcheſon, the thanks of the 
Convention were rendered from the phi to Mr, Skir- : 


»H2 2%. 
Men 


— 


— 


1 
Cover of the Lxx IEA to COLONEL MLxop. 


Sta, 


2 have the honinr t to 1 to we charge of your 
patriotifus, ( which is univerſally confided in,) the pe- 
titions of various diſtricts of your countrymen ; a liſt 
of which will be incloſed, when ſome others which I ex- 


. this evening are come to hand. 


The General Convention of the F riends of the Peo- 
ple, who aſſembled here yeſterday very numerouſly, 


had it under confideration to ſubmit to your attention, 
a'particular ſtatement of the grounds of their Petition for 


a Parliamentary Reform, and of the objects of their de- 
ſire in proſecuting ſo important a meaſure at the preſent 


juncture; but recognizing the abilities, and alſo the in- 
tegrity already engaged on the ſide of their petitions, 
to urge and preſs upon the Houſe of Commons a proper 
regard to them, they reſolved, that writing any thing 


farther than what is contained already in the petitions 


themſelves, would only tend to occupy unneceſſar ily | 
your time, which at preſent muſt be precious. 


I am therefore only inſtructed to aſſure you, that mT 


thing ſhort of a full znd equal repreſentation of the peo- 


ple in the Houſe of Commons, and ſhort duration of 


Parliamentary Delegation, will be unſatisfying to the 
public deſire, univerſally expreſſed throughout this 
country.— And that you, and our other ſineere friends 
may rely upon the moſt determined ſupport of the Friends 
of the People, in the proſecution of every meaſure which 
Four patriotiſm may diftate, or which your APN 
-. wiſdom may point out as practicable. 


I have the happineſs alſo to aſſure you, that there i is : 


| P the moſt ſatisfying evidence, that the. Convention of | 
Delegates, which 8 Societies of the Friends of the 


OD; 


* bs: 5 "i A 


. People throughout Scotland hand 1 up on the Pi 
| occaſion, are incapable of doing any thing unworthy of 
the cauſe of Reform in which they are embarked ; and, 
that in ſpite of much oppoſition and diſcouragement, 
they will be able in a very conſiderable degree to pro- 
mote the beſt ends of the general aſſoeiation, with mo- 
eration, wiſdom, and wndaunted firmneſs. | 
By order of the Convention. 
1 am, Ce. &. 


After ſome . on appointing a Commit- 
tee to draw up the ftate of the reprefentation in Scot- 
land, as was reſolved at a former meeting, Mr. Skir- 
ving ſtated the accidents to which ſuch work was liable 
among the hands of a number of perfons, and moved, 
That Mr. Aitcheſon be requeſted to compoſe ſuch ſtate, 
with the aſſiſtance of the information which might be 


Þ ſent him from all the meetings, both in the dorch 5 


and counties. This was accordingly done ; and, upon 
Mr. Aitcheſon having accepted, in a handſome manner, 
this truſt and ſervice, the thanks of the houſe, upon the 
motion of Mr. THEM: Were e to him from the 
chair. 


Mr. Skirving. was then in like manner e to 
draw up the Addreſs to the Ter at large, which had 
alſo been formerly reſolved. 


Mr. Hart moved, That as the beſt books for 3 
ing political knowledge were publiſhed in ſo extrava- 
gant a mode as rendered the purchaſe of them impracti- 
cable to any but the rich and wealthy, the Convention 
ſhould therefore appoint a eommittee to ſelect the beſt, 
and cauſe them be printed upon the cheapeſt plan, for 
the benefit of the public. But the Convention, however 
deſirous to promote the deſign of this motion, could not 
at ant overtake ſuch 2 bulges... POO et MO, 


N 

M6 Calder moved, That the General n 
of the Societies in Edinburgh be appointed a ſtanding 
Committee of the General Convention, for the benefit 
of granting to members of the aſſociation, leaving the 
country, certificates of their moral character and of 
their attachment to the principles of liberty, the ſame 
having been firſt certified by their own reſpective ſocie- 
ties.” But they only reſolved, That the Societies of the 
Friends of the People, equally as any other Oy | 
may recommend whom they pleafe. | 


Mr. Turnbull moved, That as the Convention had 
now voted their ſocieties PERMANENT, a code of rules 
for the different ſocieties ſhould be drawn up and tranſ- 
| mitted to promote their continuance, and the increaſe 
of their numbers. After ſome converſation upon this 
motion, Mr. Skirving informed the meeting, That 
a ſchedule of rules for the different meetings was ſub. 
mitted to the laſt Convention by the affociation in this 
place, that the Convention made ſome amendments, and 
referred it back to the Edinburgh aſſociation, who alſo 

had made ſome further improvements; and that the 

ſame might now be publiſhed along with the Minutes 

of che preſent Convention, for the deliberation and cor- 
rection of all the ſocieties. * This was ordered to be 


2 n. accordingly. 


: Mr. SINCLAIR 72 in the Chair. 5 | 

Fe number of motions were preſented in behalf of _ 
thoſe who were ſuffering in the cauſe of Reform, and 
an univerſal anxiety appeared to regard them all. But 

after much conſultation, they were under the neceſſity, 

for the preſent, to content themſelves with the following 
recommendation; namely, That a public ſubſcription 

be opened in all proper places for the donations of the 


libera), to enable the aſſociation 0 make 90d the ſup- NS 


r e e EE CL TTESS —— wy 
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Ru L 24 1] 
| — _ which was promiſed by the. laſt Convention that 8 
i | the General Committee of Finance correſpond with the 
ö ſeveral committees which ſhall be appointed to manage 
| the ſame, relative to the application of the funds fo col- 
| lected ; and that in the mean time; the ſocieties ſhall 
give all the aſſiſtance and conſolation in their power to 
ſuch ſufferers. But they particularly recommend to 
the ſocieties, to ſupport the Caledonian Chronicle and 
Edinburgh Gazetteer, ſo long as theſe publications are 
the channels of truth to the public; and, laſtly, they 
» enjoined, that, in adminiſtering ſuch fupport and con- 
ſolation as they may be enabled to offer, no notice ſhall 
be taken of the juſtice or injuſtice of their ſufferings. | 


Mr. Thomſon renewed his motion reIpeCQing the war 
(ſee page 3) with ſome amendments, and the ſame was 
ſeconded by Mr. Mitchell with this amendment, That 55 
it be only recommended to the people of Scotland to 
take it into conſideration. And after ſome converſa- 
tion on the propriety of reſuming what had already been 

under conſideration, and alſo withdrawn, the Conven- 
5 tion reſolved to diſcuſs the whole to-morrow. 


The Secretary then made the report from the commit- ; 
tee of conſtraint upon the ſtate of the Finances ; and was 
thereafter deſired to withdraw. Whereupon Mr. Cal- 
der moved, That the Convention take into their conſi- 
deration what compenſation is due to Mr. Skirving for 
his paſt trouble as Secretary. Upon which the Conven- 
tion came to the following reſolution; namely, That the | 
funds of the aſſociation do not permit them to recom- 
penſe Mr. skirving' s ſervices, as Secretary to the cauſe _ 
F bol reform; but they will make him' a compliment of 
twenty guineas, in teſtimony of their approbation | of his 
conduct; renew their appointment of him as Secreta- 
ry, in token of their confidence; and that their thanks 
be rendered to him from the chair. The ſame was ac. 


1 1 
| cordingly exprefied: to him by the Prefident, & on. OR) Sy o 


turn into the room: and a e er N was made” oy 5 
him to the Prefident. 3 1 


After reading over the minutes bro the bend 
adjourned Ur” 10 0 clock ee, | 


% 


-_ 


2 burſday ten o lock, 5 
The We again alunbled by adjournment, Mr. 


Roſe in the chair. After reading the minutes, Mr. 
7 Skirving informed the Convention, that he had this 
morning ſent off to Col. M. Leod petitiohs for parliamen- 
tary. reform from Edinburgh, Linlichgow, Dunferm- 
line, Kirkcaldy, and Pathhead,Perth, Dundee, Montroſe, 
| Roxburghſhire, Newmilns, Kilmarnock, thn te Strath- 
aven, Galſton, and Anſtruther, 


It was unanimouſly agreed upon the motion of Mr. 
Cb Mitchel, and others, That honourable men- 
tion be made in the minutes of the patriotiſm of the ſo- 
cieties, particularly the country ones, in uſing: =p de- 

legates on the preſent occaſion. 


Mr. Jonx SINCLAIR being now called to the chair, | 
Mr. Newton moved, That it be recommended to the 
different committees of finance to open ſubſcriptions in 


every town where there are Friends of the People for 


the purpoſe of defraying the expence of carrying on. the | 
cauſe of reform. Mr. Clark ſuggeſted, that ſuch a mea-⸗ 
ſure was well calculated to bring i in the aſſiſtance of the- 
ſecret friends of reform, many of whom he knew to be 
well diſpoſed to contribute money, though from peculiar . 
Yrs circumſtances they were hindered from ſhewing regard | 
to the cauſe in public. The Convention adopted the 
motion, and recommended to the ſeveral committees of fi- 
nance to open ſuch public ſubſcriptions every where, 
and to remit the money that may 'be procured in this 
way ta the general committee of finance at Edinburgh. 


— 


Fon 
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„ ; 
Mr. Calder and others begged leave to move, while 
the houſe was full, that the next meeting of Convention, 
which falls to be held on Tueſday the 29th of October 
enſuing, do ſit at Glaſgow. But, upon the appearance 
of general oppoſition to the propoſed change of place, it 
was withdrawn: And the Convention proceeded, as 
chen had reſolved yeſterday, to conſider Mr. Thomſon's 
motion to petition the King againſt the winpus vr in. 


which we are preſently involved. 


Mr. Smith propoſed to ſubſtitute another motion 


namely, That the Preſident, in name of the Conven- 


vention, recommend to the delegates preſent to lay this 
buſineſs before their reſpective ſocieties, to be by them 
approven or not as they ſhall ſee cauſe.” Mr. Roſe 


and others moved, That the Convention take no lead in 


A petition againſt the preſent war in which Britain is en- 


gaged. Mr. Mitchel and others inſiſted, that the very 


diſtreſſed Nate of the country, and the proſpect of abſo- 


f lute want of breadto many, Cats peace was ſoon reſto- 
red, ealled on the Friends of the People to take the lead in 
the only means in their power to haſten the much deſi- 


red event. Meſſrs. Wright, Clark, and others thought, 


that as their interference would be miſrepreſented, and 
their taking the lead in ſuch a meaſure might excite op- 
_ poſition and thwart their defire,it would be better to wait 
till others ſhould ſet the buſineſs on foot ; and others 


were poſitive againſt any ſuch petition. | 
After conſiderable diſcuſſion Mr. Skirving 3 


che following confiliatory motion, and was ſeconded by 


Mr. Aitcheſon namely, That as the object of the aſſoci- 
ation of the Friends of the People was peace and reform, 

and their oponents had prompted the miniſter to adopt 
war, the Convention, by taking a lead in petitioning fox 


| even? ke 10 rouſe the public prejudice to > prevear 


* 
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75 ; : : ö the accompliſhment of their defire, they therefore declin- 


ed all interference at preſent. But being perſuaded 


5 that the ruin- which the war was bringing g on the coun- 
try muſt ſoon render petitions abſolutely neceſſary, they 


recommend to all their ſocieties to fign ſuch, when open- 


; ed. And, in the hope that effectual meaſures for procu- 


ring the reſtoration of peace muſt ſoon be gone into, they 
entreat all connected with them to bear with manly pa- 


tience the evils which they are ſuffering, and not ſuffer 


themſelves to be hurried, by the temptations and provo- 


_ cations of the preſent trials, into * violent e or tumul- 


tuous meaſures. 
A vote however being demanded upon the original 


motion, as the proper queſtion before the houſe, the ſame 


was taken, and the motion rejected. Upon this the o- 
ther motions were paſſed 1885 none of them 2 fur- 


ther urged. 


Mr. Roſe, being obliged to take als of the 8 


tion, their unanimous thanks were given him from the 


chair for his able aſſiſtance ſince the commencement of | 


their ſittings. | 


Some remarks were now mas on the manner af o- 


pening the ſubſcriptions for collecting the aſſiſtance of 
the pp 1blic ; and Mef. Mercer and Sand moved ſeveral- 
ly ſome inſtructions relative to the ſame, but the Con- 


vention would leave it entirely to the prudence of the i 
committees of the different ſocieties. | 


» — 


Upon the motion of a member the Convention ap- : 


pointed their minutes to be printed, and the ſocieties to 
| pay for their copies; and the following members to be 
the Committee of Minutes, Meſl. Clark, Nut Ait- 
cheſon, Reid, Innes, and Newton. . g 


Mr. Skirving brought forward, as the report of the 5 


my committee which had been appointed at Irs requeſt, 


; ' 
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6 fundry reſolutions, which he truſted were not ner C 
thy of the conſideration of the Convention ; and, having 


read over the ſame, moved, that they be laid on the ta- 
ble, and taken tip for diſcuſſion i in the evening fitting. 
Agreed. 

Mr. Reid obſerved, that Ur. Mitchel had, by: his 
active zeal in the buſineſs of the Convention, merited 
their particular regard, and moved, that therefore the 
thanks of the delegates be expreſſed from the chair ;— 


and the ſame was done accordingly. 


Adjourned t till after Cas PE RIP __ 


; „ "Dag nit of 2 , 
Ir. Fe ORTUNE was s called to the Chair. | 
Read the minutes of the forenoon ſitting. 


Mr. Skirving roſe to call the attention of the Friends 
of the People to the noble reſiſtance to corrupt influence 


- which the FRIENDS To THE FREEDOM or Tur 


PRESS had given, by their proceedings at the Crown 


und Anchor Tavern in London; and moved, that this 


Convention do tranſmit an addreſs of thanks to the 


chairman of that patriotic aſſociation, for ſupporting the 
5 liberty of the preſs, and'expreſs their high eſteem of the 
— patriotiſm and generofity of that reſpectable ſociety, and 


their ſincere inclination to ſupport an inſtitution ſo wiſe 
and philanthropic. This was unanimoufly reſolved, and 


the Secretary v Was TIE to communicate che lame 


in their name. 


The Seeretary requeſted a liſt of hi ſcveral ale 
repreſented by the delegates at this Convention, and ob- 


tainedb a roll of 1 19, beſides ſeverals who had not ſent 


delegates, and new n which had not been * , 


1 ſiliated. 


„ "9 1 | 
The Convention chen 3 to the confideration 
of the reſolutions on their table, which were moved by N 


— Skirying in the forenoon; 3 read them all over again | 


_ - And again, and having diſcuſſed each of them. , | 
che whole were agreed to, as follows : Tr 


Reſolved, That this Convention are called upon to ex-, 
preſs their ſenſe of the propoſed Burgh Reform. of the 
extenſion of the privilege of election, ſubmitted to the 
late Convention of delegates from the counties of Scot- 
land. of the extenſion of the right of ele ion, propo- 
ſed by the Puke of Richmond, and ſubmitted to the 

conſideration of the Friends of the People by the. ſociety - 

in Sheffield for conſtitutional information, and---to mark 
their approbation of the anſwers given by the Dean of 
Faculty and other patriots, ſubſeribed by Graham of 
Gartmore, to the laſt article, in particular, of the re- 
' ſolution of the County of Edinburgh, dated March 9, 
1793, tending to deprive the ſubje& of the inviolable 
privilege, granted by the revolution ſettlement, viz. to 
aſſemble for the purpoſe of complaining, remonſtrating, 
and petitioning for e of . as N Judge 
necefſary* 5 | 


bd . * 
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- EM Report 2 — .* In addin to his depot © on "the 
merits of the two Bills, the Committee ſubmit, that they 
entertain great donbts of the propriety of ſending dele. 
gates to the meeting appointed for. the 3oth- of May 
next. In the ' preſent ſituation of this Country, they 
wiſh not te give their ſanction to general Conventions 
for the purpoſes of reform: They do not fee any good | 
that can ariſe from it, for the buſineſs can be more ful. 
Ip and better inveſtigated in each county, where Free: 
- Holders and Commiſſioners of Supply form a legally con- 


ſtituted meeting; hut they have no powers by law to 


ſend Aae to any Convention. The only — * 


— 
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1. Reſolved, upon \ thats intimations, that any Reform 
of the Burghs which does not grant to all citizens, in 


ſimilar circumſtances as to judgment and freedom of 
choice, the poſſeſſion and exerciſe of equal rights and 


privileges, 1s ungener our, inadequate, . 


a. * x Gt 1 * x 8 __ 8 —_ 


legated body i is the Houſe of 98 : each « coun- 


ty can give inſtructions to its repreſentative, by. which 


mode the general wiſh of the country may be obtainet 
in a conſtitutional manner.“ 8 - 


JohN INGLIS, Prefer. 


Anfwer 1155.—. The opinion of a meeting thus con- 
ſtituted, will not, it is hoped, have much weight in the 


meetings of the zoth of April, or with the Commiſſion- 


ers of Supply, and the great body of heritors, entitled 
to attend theſe meetings. It was the declared intention 


of the laſt meeting of county delegates, to reflore the 
right of repreſentation, to all men who flood deprived of 


it by the aft paſſed immediately preceding the Revoltion, 
and by the different ts on Ns given to it in us pre- 


ſent century. 2 


It is curious that the committee of - Edinburgh 


Freeholders, moſt of whom were delegates, and voted 
for the re- election of delegates this year, ſhould have 
made ſuch a proficiency in the ſtudy of law, during the 
courſe of a month or two, as to diſcover the illegality 
of meetings of this kind, and that they ſhould venture 
to ſtate their opinion againſt that of hs Lord Chief Ba- 


ron of the Court of Exchequer, who preſided in the laſt 


meeting, and of the Lord Advocate, upon whoſe mo- 
tion it was unanimouſly reſolved to recommend a new 
meeting of delegates this year, without either the Dean 


of Faculty, or any other of the eminent lawyers, or any 


of the country gentlemen, having once ſuggeſted a doubt 
concerning the legality or propriety of the meaſure.” . 


«© Weentreat the committee of the county of Edinburgh, 


to recolle& that every meeting is Fn * the 1 9 1 


£ „ 
Reſolved, That extending the eleQive franchiſe to 
all 1 55 poſſeſſing land to the extent of 1001. Scots 
of valued rent; and excluding heritors who are poſſeſ- 
ſed of leſs, 1s wnjuſt; in regard, that the law of the 
| land, (as in England,) recognizes the right of every - 
| perſon, to exerciſe the ſame privilege, who is in poſſeſ- 
fion of property to the extent of 40s. of annual rent—— 
and that to exclude farmers from the ſame privileges, 5 
though in poſſeſſion of land to the extent required, is e- 
qually partial and unjuſt. Becauſe, however conſonant 
ſuch exeluſion might be to the Conſtitution in ancient © 
times, when the farmer had poſſeſſion only during the 
pleaſure of his maſter, and on this account was politi- 
cally a ſlave, it is happily quite otherwiſe now, that 
the law of the land recognizes leaſes of ground to be 
holdings, as ſure and inviolable as charters of any kind. : 
And, that alſo, even upon the principle of the pre- 
ſent mode of election, it is unconſtitutional, as well as 
unjuſt, to exclude any reſidenter | in a N from the 


a — 
2»„ 


principles eſtabliſſied at the 8 which, they Jave | 
ſo ſolemnly bound themſelves to ſtand by.” 


The futility of the argument, that each county may, 
without communication with others, inſtruct its mem- 
bers on the mode of amending a law which is general 
over the whole country, muſt be apparent to every one. 

Were this attempted, we may be ſure no amendment 
Whatever would take place, for it is next to impoſſible 
that any two counties ſhould, without communication, 
agree on the ſame mode of amendment. . Hence it muſt 
appear that the conſequence of the committee of Edin- 
burgh's reſolution, is to allow thoſe abuſes to remain 
in the lau, which (to uſe their own words) have render- 


ed it impaſſible for courts 9.4 law io follow ak and con- 
4 Hen ary tons,” 


RO BERT GRAHAM, Prefer. : 


* 
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"Exerciſe of His ; 
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it of election, whoſe fired Wr 
i of ſuch u nature as ueceſſarily gives equal ſecurity for 


1 His attachment fo the Kate, as the poſſeſſion of the quan- 
city of land required by the Jaws of election. 


III. Reſolved, That even although the ſive: fran- 


chile was extended in county eleftians to the limits ex- 
preſſed i in the laſt reſolu tion, it would Nl be inadequate, * . 


| 5 unfaunded on the true principles of the Britiſh Cdaſti- 


8 ation, and alto t 
ah lightened under andi 


a unſatisfying to the preſent en- 
anding of the public ; ; becauſe, in whole 
and in part, intimately connected with that ſyſtem 


which i is now untye rſally reprobated, namely, that by 
wWbich a man's importance and uſefulneſs is computed— 


from advetititions circutſtances of ,) oa not from 
ſonal qualities. | 


IV. Reſolved, therefory, That the plan of the Duke 
of Richmond, tranſmitted by their brethren. at Shef- 


field, is founded upon a principle of juſtice gud equi, 
ty; ; and approaches the neareſt, as far as they have as 


vet made up their minds on this fubject, to their o- 


pinion on the important queſtion relating to the extent 
of the elective franchiſe.—And, Fo 


Taftly, * theſe e * being ſubmitted 


— * * © ud 9399 ; . * * 
* 2. 224 2 7 ** F 


* The ler of 1 887 * to, reſtricted ie right of 


voting, to the poſſefiors of land, in free tenantry, of Sante 
| ſhillings yearly value, becauſe i it had been judged, that 


thoſe poſſeſſing leſs property at that time, were unable 2 
ay the tax; the neceſſity of which tax, was the occaſion o 

that law. The En gli, who had the ſame law, were 

wiſe to preſerve its genuine import; but the feudal ſpi⸗ 


rit in Scotland yielded to permit the right of voting, in 
the election of a member to ſerve in Parliament, to be 
attached to the eſtates, as then valued; and produced 


at —— the preſent Yariafion from the vos of England 


L 235 1 TL. 
0 counſel, mall be publiſhed i in the Newſpapers and. _ 


| Sies ſent to the different ſocieties, and in particular 
a copy, with 2 letter, be ſent to Sheffield. 


Mr, Skirving reported from the committee s PRE] | 
late of the funds, and engaged to tranſmit to every ſo- 
| ciety _— with the thinks, when printed, a | ara 
"Mp Mr. Aitebelon being Cad to withdraw, A member 
1 moved, That the Convention ſhould conſider the great 
trouble which he had tn as affiftant Secretary during 
the whole firtings; aud a proper acknowledgement was 
. moved, but there being ne funds, the Convention could 
only offer an acknowledgement, (which the Secretary 
was authoriſed to pay Him.) and return him their thanks 
From the chair for his fidelity and diligent attention; 
which was rendered to him accordingly : | 
The thanks of the Convention were then given to 
Mr. Reid the Treaſurer, for the great trouble which he 
had taken in their affairs. 5 
The public buſineſs being n now ended, the Converitlan ; 
unanimouſly reſolved to perſevere i in the cauſe of reform, 
which they had eſpouſed : And therefore adjourned to 
Tueſday the 29th October next, when they would again 
aſſemble in the city 6f Edinburgh, in ſuch place as the 
Friends of the People there ſhould provide for thei x 
e 


1 » 


W. SKIRVING, Secretary. 1 
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nr PLAN oF ORGANIZATION 
rom | 
PRIMARY SOCEETIES, 


MENTIONED PAGE THIRTEENTH. 


_ Evexy Society poſſeſſes a power of organizing itfelf, 
but to ſuch as may be at a loſs to form a proper plan 
for themſelves, the following Rules may be uſeful :--- 
I. Every Society ſhall elect a Chairman, a Secretary, 
and Treaſurer, alſo a Committee in the proportion of 
one to every ten or twelve Members of the Society. 
Theſe Office-Bearers, except the Secretary, may be chan- 
ged monthly, or we, as the Society ſhall deem ex- 
pedient. 
II. No perſon ſhall be admitted a Member of any 1 | 
ciety, unleſs two of its Members can atteſt his moral 
character, and his attachment to the principles of the | 
Aſſociated Friends of the People. | 
. any Member of a Society ſhall be tes : 


of acting in a riotous manner he ſhall be expelled. 


IV. Neither Strangers, nor Viſitors from other So- 


cieties, have a right to ſpeak in any particular Society, 


till they have given in their names, and obtained the 
| Society's ſpecial indulgence. | 

V When a Society becomes ſo numerous as to render Es 
it inconvenient for its Members to meet and do buſineſs 
in one place, it ought to divide. SLE © ts L 

VI. Meetings ſhould be frequent, but this muſt. 
be regulated * the peculiar eircumſtances of each So- 
 ciety | 


=; . * 
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VII. bes Member ſhould pay fxpence at his da, 5 
fion, and one penny per week. The ſurplus of the ſums ©. "0 
thus collected by particular Societies, after paying their 
private expences, ſhould be depoſited, quarterly, in the | 
Hands of the General Treaſurer ths the e of 


public expences. | a 
VIII. The deſign of the Societies is ite tseten and 
improvement; and therefore books beſt calculated for 


political inſtruction ſhould be read at theſe meetings, | 
and the ſubjects of them freely canvaſſe d. 


IX. Applications for the admiſſion of new members 
mould be made to the Commitees, and reported to the 
next meetings of the Societies; and then anſwered. _ 

X. No reflection nor accuſation againſt a member 


mould be permitted in the meetings of the ſociety, until 
the accuſer has ſtated his objections, in a candid man- 


ner, before the Committee, in preſence of the accuſed, 


and has been refuſed ſatisfaction. 8 5 | 


- 


| FOR THE EDINBURGH AND SIMILAR ASSOCIATIONS, 


1. A Meeting of the Committees from the different 


Societies, in wh near . ee 80 be NOW once a 


month. 
II. This Monthly eoring hall confft of the PREY 


[ET POR of the different Societies in and near Edin- 
burgh; and ſhall have the power of chuſing, from a- 
mong themſelves, a Preſident, a e a Treaſurer 
| and. Commuttees &ci 9 | 
* 200A: majority of the Preſidents — eee or 
the Societies, in and near Edinburgh, ſhall have the 


power of calling an extraordinary Win © of the Com- 


mittees, upon any emergency. 1 
IV. The Preſidents for the time, the 1 1 N 

8 8 of the ſeveral Societies, ſhall be a ſtanding 
Sub- committee of the Aſſociation, and ſhall meet every 
week, as their Committeee of e Finance, 
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GENERAL CONVENTION. 


LA General Convention of Delegates, from all the 
Societies in SCPTLAND, ſhall meet twice a-year, VIS, ON 
the laſt Tueſdays of April and October, and at any o- 
ther time that ten Towns, having Societies of the Friends 
of the People, ſhall fix. | 

II. The Convention ſhall call one of 8 number to 
the Chair at each ſitting. 

III. The number of Deloguits t to be. choſen for the 
General Convention, ſhall not be greater than in the pro- 

portion of one to twenty Members of every particular 
Society. 


IV. The Monthly cnvetings and General Conyentions 


being entirely diſtin, a Delegation to the one, ſhall | 
not be conſtrued to imply a Delegation to the other. 

V, The Powers of one Conyention ſhall continue in 
force till the Members of another are elected. 


VI. The General Convention ſhall authorize their po” | 


ſurer to open 4 . for defraying the cas ex- 
| pences. 
VII. Babgabes ſhall 1 ea from no new 1 

15 ty, either into the Monthly or General Convention, till 
tchey have produced ſuch a ſubſcribed Declaration, of 

heir Sentiments, and Extract of their Delegation, as ſhall 
ſatisfy a n een to examine e chern, and tao 
report. 


VIII. The "AAR BOG of F 1 the Aare | 


Aſſociation ſhall be the Committee of Fi inance for the 
General Convention. Fa | | 
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